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Notes from Humaira Rahman’s speech:

· The discourse regarding the absense of a genuine federation in pakistan is now commonplace, was considered seditious not long ago

· US policy is simplistic /reductive: Afpak should be broken down into Afghanistan, North Pakistan and South Pakistan policy

· United Nations is actually "united states"; they do not look kindly upon serious self determination movements; very good article on subject is entitled "self determination trap" available on internet here: http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~db=all~content=a713735031
· Karachi (17 million people ) is a city that straddles Sindh and Balochistan and it is as if it were the "child" of a baloch father and sindhi mother. The 2 nations originally settled it and their labour built its foundations; even now 3 million Baloch live there in terrible conditions.

· Nisar Baloch gave his life trying to save "gutter baghicha" from the land grabbing mafia's--this park is the lungs of Tranlyari (where Baloch and Sindhis are settled in vast numbers). Ms. Rahman paid tribute to him whom she has known since 1982 to be a dedicated activist.

