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I thank the American Friends of Balochistan for inviting me to talk here today, and I thank you all for attending this conference to show your solidarity with the people of Balochistan!
I’m sure most of you are aware of the fact that Balochistan was never a part of India and it was always an Independent state having friendly relation with neighbouring empires and countries, until the British had invaded and divided. Even after the British division of Balochistan it remained a sovereign state and had treaty relations with the British under which the British were bound to respect the sovereignty of Balochistan. 

However, when the British were departing from the Indian subcontinent they recognised and announced the Independence of Balochistan on 11 August 1947. The new upcoming administration of ‘to be Pakistan’ had also conceded to the British and Baloch ruler’s announcement of Independent Balochistan. The Baluch had their own parliament and two houses ‘Houses of Commons and Houses of Lords’.
When the former legal adviser of Baloch ruler ‘Mr Jinnah’ suggested that Balochistan should join Pakistan on the basis of shared religion, the Khan of Kalat put the matter before the Baloch parliament and both the houses had rejected the notion of joining Pakistan saying that “If because of the mere fact that we share the same religion we have to join Pakistan then Iran and Afghanistan should also merge to Pakistan”. Hence, Balochistan remained Independent until it was forcefully occupied by Pakistan on 27 March 1948. The western part of Balochistan had already been occupied by Iran, with the help of British.
In the same year 1948, the younger brother of the Khan of Kalat, Agha Abdul Karim, started a campaign against the illegal annexation of Balochistan to Pakistan. Baloch peoples’ struggle to regain their sovereignty continued since the occupation and will continue until Baloch are a free nation and Balochistan appears on World map once again.

Today Baloch struggle is moving forward on scientific basis and our Nation has realised the importance of Independence that is why more and more young and educated Baloch are joining the Baloch struggle. Baloch are struggling for their freedom by all possible means, however the Pakistani and Iranian repressions have almost made it impossible for the Baluch to struggle in a peaceful way. The state sponsored terrorism and violence against the Baloch have compelled well-educated Baloch youth and leaders to rise up in defence of their land and people. 
The unfortunate silence of the International community on the state atrocities against the Baloch people is not only surprising but sad as well. The western democracies and champions of Human Rights by keeping silence are encouraging the occupying states to carry on their repressions our occupied Nations. 
It seems the UN is also discouraging the struggle of oppressed nations by not giving them proper representation in the UN security and Human Rights councils.

Hundreds of thousands of innocent Baloch children, men and women have been killed by Pakistan army and hundreds have been executed by Iran, but surprisingly we see no strong action from the International community against these states sponsored atrocities. At present more than 8000 Baloch political activists, students and ordinary people are missing from Pakistan occupied Balochistan only. Several top Baloch leaders have been killed in cold-blood during the so called elected government. The FC (frontier constabulary) has been given a free hand to kill and capture Baloch youth without a shred of evidence against them. 
Western supplied weapons are being used against the people of Balochistan. The weapons and resources that Pakistan gets for the fight against Taliban are being used in Balochistan against secular Baloch freedom loving people.

Today through this conference I want to tell the International Community that Pakistan is the state that has bred these Islamic extremists, and still harbouring them. Pakistan Intelligence agencies have always been sympathetic to the Taliban and their like organisations. On one hand they are protecting these extremists on the other hand they are deceiving the western world in the name of war on terror. I have read even yesterday that the ISI has moved Mullah Omer from Quetta to Karachi that proves the close association between the extremists and the Pakistan army and Intelligence agencies.

The Baloch has warned the West about the deliberate settling of Taliban in Quetta long ago but nobody listened to the Baloch. If it was not for the secular Baloch leadership and movement, today that region would have been full of Taliban and their supporters. 
That is why it is important for the world’s secular and democratic powers to help the secular Baloch to regain their freedom. United and Free Balochistan will be at peace with its neighbours and the International community.  I want to emphasise that our struggle is not to break Pakistan but we are struggling against the illegal occupation of our country (Balochistan). We want to go back to pre 27 March 1948 position as a sovereign state. However, should Pakistan breaks up because of its own failures and wrong policies with neighbouring counties and the international community that is not the concerned of Baloch people. 

The Baloch people hope that the West, the EU and other secular nations will play their role and pressurise Pakistan and Iran to stop the ongoing brutalities against the people of Balochistan. The international community should fulfil their moral obligations and respect the human right of the Baloch. Baloch lives are as valuable as any other human’s life. The UN and international laws apply to the Baloch as much as any other oppressed and occupied Nation. That is why it is the duty of UN and the entire international community to raise their voices against the genocide of Baloch people and human rights violation against other nations like Sindhis & Pashtuns in the region. 
I thank you!

